
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – January 13, 2015 

 

At 7:00 p.m. President Sandra Bielski convened the regular meeting of the 
Aberdeen School Board in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 
which had been rescheduled from January 6 due to severe weather.  Members 
present were Jennifer Hagen, Jeremy Hawkins and Jamie Walsh, along with 
student representatives Sarah McCauley and Shelby Cokeley, Superintendent 
Thomas Opstad and 14 patrons and staff. Director Christi Boora was excused. A 
work study for a discussion of the superintendent evaluation process and an 
enrollment update preceded the meeting. 

CALL TO ORDER 

On a motion by Jeremy Hawkins and seconded by Jennifer Hagen, the Board 
approved the Consent Agenda, which included the minutes of the regular 
meeting conducted on December 16, 2014. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Director Jennifer Hagen thanked all those who are working to restore normal 
operations at Aberdeen High School after the ground water intrusion that 
damaged the Commons, Auditorium, kitchen and culinary and 
business/banking classrooms on January 5.  President Sandra Bielski noted the 
work done by staff to help families affected by the flooding. The Board 
especially praised the district’s maintenance and custodial staff for their work 
during the emergency. 

COMMENTS FROM 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Student Representatives Shelby Cokeley and Sarah McCauley shared 
information about activities at the high school. Miss Cokeley noted that four 
members of the AHS FBLA team have qualified for state and Miss McCauley 
noted that the Quinault yearbook has been selected for a national award. 

COMMENTS FROM 
STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Following a review by Superintendent Opstad, on a motion by Jennifer Hagen 
and seconded by Jeremy Hawkins, the Board adopted revisions to Policy 2161 
Special Education and Related Services for Eligible Students and reviewed the 
accompanying procedures. 

POLICY 2161 SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

Superintendent Opstad read a proclamation from Governor Jay Inslee declaring 
January as School Board Appreciation Month. He presented each director with 
a certificate of appreciation while thanking them for their service to the students 
and community. 

Superintendent Opstad presented information about the water damage at 
Aberdeen High School, the emergency cleanup and the repairs taking place in 
the kitchen, the Commons, the Auditorium and the culinary and 
business/banking classrooms.  He is optimistic that the building will return to 
normal operations by January 23. The cost is not known but the District is 
working with its insurance carrier.  Between the cleanup by ServPro and the 
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repairs by Rognlin’s, the district is expecting full restoration.  The affected areas 
were dried, cleaned, sanitized and checked by an industrial hygienist and now 
Rognlin’s Inc., is completing the repairs.  The bulk of the damage is to sheetrock 
where water had wicked up. Some carpeting in the Auditorium and classrooms 
will be replaced.  The Board discussed how the water got into the building, 
which was through a grease trap to a floor drain, and asked how it can be 
prevented in the future. Business Manager David Herrington said the district is 
looking into installing backflow valves in the drain to prevent water intrusion 
in the future. He noted that the enormous rainfall and runoff was 
unprecedented, yet the perimeter of the building was not breached and no 
other area of the building had problems. 

Superintendent Opstad discussed the two missed days of school. He is 
researching whether the district qualifies for a waiver.  The governor has 
declared a state of emergency on Grays Harbor, which is one of the conditions 
that must be in place prior to making a request. He will have more information 
at the January 27 meeting. 

Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on the work taking place to 
develop a long-range facilities plan for the district.  He and the consulting 
architect, Bob Wolpert, are scheduled to meet January 15 to review information 
for a final report and presentation to the Board. 

Superintendent Opstad updated Board members on the strategic planning 
process. The meetings with a broad base of stakeholders that had been planned 
for January are being rescheduled for February because the Community Room 
at AHS is being used by kitchen staff until flood-related repairs are completed.   
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STRATEGIC PLAN 

Superintendent Opstad shared information about teachers who received 
classroom grants from Twin Star Credit Union.  

CLASSROOM 
GRANTS 

Superintendent Opstad noted that the Washington State School Directors’ 2015 
Legislative Conference is scheduled for March 1-2, and he will be working with 
Directors Christi Boora and Jamie Walsh to determine our district’s 
representation. 

WSSDA LEGISLATIVE 
CONFERENCE 

Teaching and Learning Director Judy Holliday presented the Teaching and 
Learning Report for December. Under Professional Development she discussed 
work being done to develop electronic algebra and sociology texts using Open 
Educational Resources (OER) and a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) workshop sponsored by the Pacific Education Institute. Under 
Assessments, she reported that the district is preparing to administer a web-
based version of the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) for the first time, 
that End-of-Course coordinators took part in a mandatory training and that 
Smarter Balanced webinars are available for staff.  Under Highly Capable she 
reported that kindergarten students who were nominated for the program will 
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be tested in January, that the committee reviewed four appeals and that a 
biomimicry workshop for highly capable students in grades 3-6 was well 
received. Under grants, she reported that Aberdeen High School is discussing 
dual credit grant opportunities and that again this year, sixth-grade students 
attended The Nutcracker ballet in Seattle thanks to a grant from the Gladys 
Phillips Cultural Field Trips Endowment. 

Business Manager David Herrington shared information about the federal 
Disaster Mitigation Planning Process that the District is participating in with 
other school districts selected by the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction.  He explained that it’s a FEMA-driven process that could result in 
the District being eligible for pre-disaster mitigation project funds should they 
become available.  Mr. Herrington noted that the new school planned at Ocosta 
is a good example of a pre-disaster mitigation project because it is designed to 
provide high ground and survive a possible tsunami. 

PRE-DISASTER 
PLANNING 

The Board reviewed for first reading proposed updates to Policy 3247 Required 
Notification of Isolation or Restraint of Students with IEPs or Section 504 Plans. The 
changes in policy and procedure are recommended by WSSDA and have been 
reviewed by Special Services Director Jean Prochaska. 

POLICY 3247 
REQUIRED 
NOTIFICATIONS 

The Board reviewed for first reading proposed updates to Policy 3246 Use of 
Reasonable Force. The changes in policy and procedure are recommended by 
WSSDA and have been reviewed by Special Services Director Jean Prochaska. 

POLICY 3246 USE OF 
REASONALBE FORCE 

Superintendent Opstad discussed his day shadowing an 8th-grade student at 
Miller Junior High School.  He reported that he is very impressed by the 
students in our district and that the experience of sitting in classrooms again 
has given him a unique perspective on our curriculum and the use of 
technology. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
STUDENT SHADOW 

The next regular meeting of the Board is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 27, 
2015, in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School. The location will be 
determined later depending on whether the Community Room is open after the 
flood repairs.  Directors Sandra Bielski and Jennifer Hagen will audit the bills. 
A work study for school improvement presentations from A.J. West and 
McDermoth Elementary schools will begin at 6 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING 

At 7:55 p.m. President Bielski recessed the meeting into an executive session 
expected to last less than 10 minutes for the purpose of evaluating the 
qualifications of applicants for employment. The regular meeting resumed at 
8:04 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

On a motion by Jennifer Hagen and seconded by Jamie Walsh, the Board 
approved the Personnel Report.  Under certificated matters, the Board 
approved the hiring of Susan Ulbin as a kindergarten teacher at McDermoth 
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Elementary effective January 5, 2015; approved the retirement of Nancy 
Liedtke, Preschool coordinator at Hopkins Preschool, effective June 30, 2015, 
and accepted the resignation of Michele Dwyer as a school nurse for the 
District effective January 21. 
 
Under classified matters, the Board approved the hiring of Susan Berry as 
attendance secretary at Harbor High School effective January 5, Emily Boyce, 
Laura Carle, Janice Williams and Martha Lennier as math team coaches, and 
Emily Nilsson, Marnie Ranheim, Mitch Anderson and Lori Snyder as (.5 FTE) 
math team coaches, Maycie George as a student helper for ECEAP lunch at 
Hopkins Preschool, Jesseniza Lopez as a student helper in the 21st Century 
Program at A.J. West Elementary, and Sarah Luce as a student helper in the 21st 
Century Program at Robert Gray Elementary; approved a change of assignment 
for Katie Petrina from para-educator at McDermoth Elementary to Central Park 
Elementary effective January 5 and for Eric Smith from custodian at Aberdeen 
High School to groundskeeper for the Maintenance Department effective 
January 5; approved extra-curricular contracts for Tom Dickson, Larry Fleming, 
Paul Hendrickson and Larry Kinread as coaches for boys’ basketball at Miller 
Junior High School effective January 5; approved the hiring of Aaron Glanz as a 
gameworker and accepted the resignation of Jennifer Metcalf as a substitute 
para-educator effective December 23, 2014.  

 
 
 
 
 
CLASSIFIED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. ADJOURN 

 

 

 

 
 

Thomas A. Opstad, Secretary  Sandra Bielski, President 
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